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citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1^16 
Claims 



Claims 



Claims 1-16 



Industrial applicability (1A) CIaims j-jg 
Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP 8-264195 A (Director General of the Agency 
of Industrial Science and Technology) , 11 
October 1996 

Document 2: JP 2002-280015 A (The National Institute of 
Advanced Industrial Science and Technology) , 
27 September 2002 

Document 3: JP 2780885 B2 (YKK Corp.), 30 July 1998 

Claims 1 to 16 

The invention set forth in claims 1 to 16 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 to 
3 cited in the international search report. 

Documents 1 and 2 disclose solid oxide fuel cells 
which are configured from a fuel electrode and an air 
electrode that have been disposed upon the same surface 
of an electrolyte material. 

Document 3 discloses the technical feature of 
supporting an electrolyte material and solid oxide fuel 
cells that comprise a fuel electrode and an air electrode 
upon both surfaces of a substrate. 

It is possible for a person skilled in the art to 
select an appropriate configuration for supporting the 
solid oxide fuel cells, and thus it can be considered to 
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have been easy for a person skilled in the art to 
conceive of configuring so that the solid oxide fuel 
cells that are supported upon an electrolyte material, 
which are disclosed in documents 1 and 2, are in turn 
supported upon a substrate in the light of the technical 
feature that is disclosed in document 3. 

Meanwhile, in the written response the applicant 
asserts that it would not have been easy for a person 
skilled in the art to conceive of the inventions that are 
set forth in the present invention in the light of 
documents 1 to 3 based on the fact that the electrolyte 
materials in the inventions that are disclosed in 
documents 1 and 2 are not thin films, and the fact that 
the substrate in the invention that is disclosed in 
document 3 has a hollow section. However, the invention 
that is set forth in claims 1 to 16 of the present 
application is not characterized by the feature wherein 
the electrolyte material is a thin film or the feature 
wherein the substrate does not have a hollow part; 
therefore, the abovementioned assertions by the applicant 
are not applicable. 
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